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Senator Alan Cranston 4 August 1970

SUGGHESTED REPLY

Dear

This is in followup of your earlier letter and my reply of July 27, 1970
concerning the situation in Indochina and reports on the use of mercenaries
in Cambodia and possible CIA involvement.

CIA does not publicly comment on reports concerning its activities,
whether the reports are true or false, favorable or unfavorable. On the
assumption that it would be of interest to you, I am enclosing 2 pamphlet
which spells out the statutes frorm which this policy flows.

Although public disclosure of CIA's activities may not be possible, I
believe it is important to recognize that it is subject to close scrutiny and
operates under the direction and control of the elected and appointed officials
entrusted with the policymaking responsibilities in our government. As you
are aware, the Senate Foreign Relations Committee for some time now has
been conducting hearings dealing precisely with the extent and form of Senate
participation in our government's international undertakings,

Thank you for letting me have your views on this important matter,
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- Thank you very much for your letter and
.+ the enclosed statement concerning the situation
** in Indochilna.

.'I certainly share your concern for ?he matters
i paised and supported those efforts in the Senate
" to do away with our "mercenaries" in that area.

i SR T am contacting the C.I.A. on this issue and

.o asking them to respond_to the 1ssues discussed

s Toe T G0 the arsicle. Wnen I have recelved a reply
e Ppom that agency I will be back in touch with you.

‘I am glad you took the time €o contact me on
0t this important matter and hope to have some
"+ ' y{nformation for you in the near future.

Sincerely,
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U -~ RACENARIES TO REPLACE TROOPS

Monday the S.F. Chronicle had two front page reports on the war.
One said that the US troops were all withdraving from Cambodia. The
other revealed that many wmercenaries were passing through Hong Kong
on their way to Cambodia. While the Nixon government loudly points to
the troop withdrawals and pretends it marks the end of a "successful"

invasion soldiers of fortune are being quietly sent in.

THE SENATE'S OPINION OF IT

The reports were so alaraming that the Senate on Tuesday passed a
resolution saying that no mercenaries were to be employed 1n Cambodia.
Tt will be hard for the Senate to get Hr. Nixon to execute their
decision. The CIA (which answers only to itself) 1s our mercenary
recruitement agency. The Senate has a hard time finding out what the
CIA is up to. The Senate learned only at the end of 1969 that the
CIA had been using mercenaries for years in Laos under the cover of aid .
givers. Some mercenaries have already gone on to Cambodia from ‘
Hong Kong. Do you believe that a Senate resolution will be enougia o
bring them out? ‘ ' S '

THE COST OF IT

Newsweek reports mercenaries in Laos are paid 1,000 a week and
get one week's vacation in Taiwan for every four in the field. The
Chronicle reports the 1,000 a week figure is also the amount belng |
paid the mercenaries being sent to Cambodia. The Nixon governument !
cannot pay postal workers a living wage. Nlxon vetoed hospital : ;
‘money. Nixon considered ald to schools inflationary.  Foreign paid
killers get $1,000 a week plus 10 vacations per years '

THE FUTILITY OF IT

Mercenaries cannot be militarily effective in a war like this.

E One half million US troops has not been a large enough force in

Vietnam. A few hundred or even thousand mercenaries will win us

nothing. They will kill many people, cost a fortune, create a lot of

futile agony, and in the end they will be forced to leave. In the

Congo mercenaries killed, looted, and destroyed a great deal, but the
Congolese finally chased them out. They were held prisoners for STATOTHR

months and barely es execution. 'Phe Cambodian wmercenarles have
monbhs and barg o el Re A 87 R 20 GIA REBHABOAEIPRO00100010023-5
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Repr. G. Robert Watkins ' 4 Aug. 1970

SUGGESTED REPLY

Thank youlfor your recent letter concerning the CIA, its functions

- and whether it has too much control,

I am enclosing a pamphlet which spells out the functions of CIA and

.. the oversight exercised within both the Executive and Legislative branches,

As you will note, CIA is an operating, not a policy making, agency.

. The statute which established CIA specifically provides for its duties to be

" carried out under the direction of the National Security Council, The Council

" is chaired by the President and the Secretaries of State and Defense are

included in its membership, Beyond this, the President's Foreign Intelligence

Advisory Board is charged by the President to conduct a continuous review of

©  CIA's activities, This Board is composed of eminent men from private life

. as you can see from the enclosed listing.

Four separate subcommittees in the Congress, two in each house,

" exercise oversight of CIA much as the activities of any other executive

" agency are reviewed by other congressional committees.

Although public disclosure of CIA's activities may not be posaible, you

' -'_can see that it is subject to close scrutiny and operates under the direction and

‘control of the elected and appointed officials entrusted with the policy making

- responsibilities of our government,
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30 July, 1970

Mr. Richard Helms,

Director of Central Intelligence,
central Intelligence Agency,
Executive Office of the President,
The White House,

washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Helms:

asked the following question:

vwhat is the basic function of the
CIA? Does it have too much control?"

| I realize that any answer to the
gecond question is impossible, but if you can give
me some information to pass along to my
constituent so far as his first inquiry is concerned,
it will be appreciated.

sincgyely,

A«/dw@%«a bz
G. Robert Watkl\s
Menber of Congress
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